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The Debt to Love 
Romans 13:8-10 

 
Every believer has an “IOU” of “I love you” 

 
I. The continuing “IOU” to love (8) 
 

The debt to love each other 
 
 
 
“one who loves another” 
 
 
 
To whom do we owe this debt? 

 
 
II. The command to love “fulfills” the law (9-10) 
 

Law / commandments = Mosaic Law 
 
 
 
“fulfills” & “summed up in this word” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
III. Application: Love in your community group 
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Reflection and Discussion Questions 
 
Looking backward 
 
 How has God been working in your life during the last week? How 

have you applied last week’s message in your life? Name a specific 
situation / circumstance where you applied the message. 

 
Looking upward 
 
 In some translations, loving one another is portrayed as a continu-

ing debt that can never be paid off completely. Why do you think 
Paul portrays it that way? Do you think this is fair? Why or why 
not? 

 
 Why do you think Paul says love fulfills the law (the Mosaic Law)? 
 
 Read the parable the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37. What does 

Jesus teach about loving one’s neighbor here? Why do you think 
God calls us to love someone who is “other than” (who’s not like 
us)? What makes it difficult for you to do so? 

 
 Read 1 Corinthians 13. Recall the context is about Spiritual gifts, 

and Paul was admonishing the Corinthian church about the im-
portance of love over the possession of Spiritual gifts. What does 
Paul teach about love? What are the characteristics of love? 

 
Looking forward 
 
 What should you do in light of today’s message? Spend time shar-

ing with others & praying to God for him to enable you to apply 
the truth of the message. 

 
 Who can you share what you learned with? If you have children, 

how can you help your child to learn what you learned this week?  
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